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 King County Library 
Summer Reading 

Program  

Scientific American features science-related activities 
for parents and their children to do together. The staff 
at Scientific American consults with members of the 
National Science Teachers Association so the activities 
echo themes taught in school. Background 
information is included with each activity to explain 
the underlying concepts. Try an activity or two—each 
one is easy and fun, done with household ingredients 
and completed in less than an hour.  Here is a sampling 
of a few of their ideas:   

 Space Odyssey Exhibit 

Saturday, August 3, 2019 (11:00AM – 2:00PM). Auburn Library. Ages 5 and older. Learn how sound 

waves travel, ways to use filters and lenses to change images and about amazing phenomena from 

magnetism to magnification.  

 

 ideaX in Space: Making Moon Rovers 

Registration required beginning August 3. Saturday, August 24, 2019 (12:00PM – 2:00PM). 

Maple Valley Library. Ages 12 and older. Build moon rovers with our ideaX Lego Mindstorms kits, 

then program them for a successful mission! All supplies provided.  

 

 Ukulele Jam 

Saturday, August 3, 2019 (3:00PM – 4:00PM).  Sammamish Library. Ages 8 to 108. Ages 8 to 12 

with adult. No younger siblings please. Learn and play songs together on the ukulele! BYOU, bring 

your own ukulele, and just show up. The first 15 minutes will be basics for people new to the 

instrument, then we'll begin playing songs the remainder of the time. Sheet music will be provided. If 

you need a loaner instrument, register online one month in advance. If registration is "full" there are 

no more loaners available that month. 

 

 ideaX in Space: Sculpting Space Creatures 

Registration required beginning August 3. Saturday, August 24, 2019 (3:00PM – 4:00PM). Maple 

Valley Library. Ages 12 and older. Design and mold a space creature with our ideaX Clay Sculpting 

kits, then take your creature home! All supplies provided.  
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BRINGING SCIENCE HOME (LINKS TO ARTICLE) 

Check out this website  
 

Educational Videos, Games and Activities from PBS 
 

www.pbskids.org 

http://www.kcls.org/teens/summer/
http://www.kcls.org/teens/summer/
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c47730dfdd4212100ea2950
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c4774c9fdd4212100ea29bf
https://www.tahomasd.us/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/education/bring-science-home/
http://pbskids.org/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/distorted-images/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/what-material-makes-the-strongest-bridge/


 Taming of the Shrew  

Sunday, August 4 (5:00 pm). Lake Wilderness Park in 

the Natural Amphitheatre. Written by William 

Shakespeare between 1590 and 1592, William tells a 

story of the headstrong, Katherina, who becomes the 

unwilling participant in a relationship with Petruchio, 

who is determined to "tame" Katherina with his various 

psychological torments.  The antics ensue with the 

battle of wits and obstinance that will have you laughing 

and waiting to see who will be most persistent. 

 

 Sun S'mores 

Monday, August 5, 2019 (12:00PM – 1:30PM). Fall City 

Library. Entering grades 5-8. Harness the power of the 

sun to cook your favorite camping snack! Construct a 

solar oven and learn how solar ovens are used to 

humanity’s benefit around the globe.  

 

 DIY 3D Rockets 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 (1:00PM – 2:00PM). Renton 

Library. Make your very own 3D rocket using our 

3Doodler pens. Grades 3-12. First come first served.  

 

 Connective Fibers 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 (6:00PM – 8:00PM). Fairwood 

Library. Ages 10-adult. Join our circle of creative fiber 

artists, and craft your own unique projects! Learn how to 

knit, crochet, loom, and read patterns. Already a yarn 

expert? Join us and help teach others! Yarn will be 

provided, or bring your own project to work on.  

 

 Pixel Art 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019 (2:00PM – 3:30PM). 

Bellevue Library. Ages 12 to 18. Make your own 

pixelated art creation using perler beads on a grid 

board. Create retro video game characters, kawaii food, 

Pokemon, and more! All supplies provided. 

 

 Graphic Novel Teen Book Club - Be 

Prepared by Vera Brosgol 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019 (3:00PM – 

4:00PM). Sammamish Library. Entering 

grades 6-8. Join a weekly book club this 

summer and delve into interesting topics 

and read books with diverse characters.  

 

 Introduction to Dungeons & Dragons 

Friday, August 9, 2019 (4:00PM – 6:00PM). Covington 

Library. Middle and high school ages. Explore strange 

lands, clash with foes, become legendary! Learn to play 

D&D or build your skills every Friday. 

 

 Guided Nature Walk: Enjoying the Outdoors 

Friday, August 9, 2019 (6:00 pm - 7:00 pm). SHADOW 

Lake Nature Preserve. All ages. Stretch your legs and 

hike the trails of SHADOW Lake Nature Preserve with a 

guide. Come with weather appropriate clothes and 

shoes for moderate levels of walking – inclines or 

uneven ground may be encountered on this walk.  

 

 Operation Distant World EV3 Rovers Science 

Workshop 

Monday, August 12, 2019 (1:00PM – 2:00PM). 

Newcastle Library. Ages 8 and older. Presented by 

Museum of Flight. Use LEGO MindstormsEV3© building 

sets and tablets to work in teams to program robots for 

different tasks. Registration required. 

Boost your child’s emotional intelligence 
In the midst of worrying about our kids’ academic success, it’s easy to lose sight of their emotional 

development. But research suggests a child’s emotional intelligence is every bit as important as reading, 
‘riting, and ‘rithmetic. Why? Because kids with a high emotional intelligence have mastered the other three Rs: 
responsibility, resilience, and respect. 

Since they’ve developed more coping skills, these kids are more able to control their emotions and 
behavior when things don’t go their way. This in turn makes them happier, more self-confident, and more 
respectful of others. Not surprisingly, children with a high EQ (or emotional quotient) also tend to do better in 
school. They pay attention, easily take in information, stay motivated, and get along with teachers and 
classmates. Here are a couple of creative ways to help your child become an EQ whiz kid. 

 
Play the “What-if” game. During family car rides or at the dinner table, the “What would you do if …?” 

game gets kids thinking about ways to respond to different situations. Ask questions that encourage your child 
to behave with more emotional smarts, such as, “What would you do if I blamed you for something you didn’t 
do?” Asking this type of question when emotions aren’t running high gives your child a chance to come up 
with ideas on how to best respond — and for you to offer some ideas of your own. Since you can tailor 
questions to fit your child’s age, this works for young and older kids alike. 

 
Books and movies can be more than just entertainment. Talk about a character ’s motive and 

intention. After watching a movie together, ask your child why a character was angry, frustrated, sad, or 
excited. These conversations all present an opportunity for children to get used to talking about why people 
behave the way they do and how they might have responded differently. 

Adapted from an article on family education.com  



Citizen Science 

Discover other Citizen Science Projects on National Geographic. 

What is citizen science?  

Science is our most reliable system of gaining new knowledge and citizen science is the public involvement in inquiry 

and discovery of new scientific knowledge. A citizen science project can involve one person or millions of people 

collaborating towards a common goal. Typically, public involvement is in data collection, analysis, or reporting. 

What is a cit izen scientist?  

A citizen scientist is an individual who voluntarily contributes his or her time, effort, and resources toward scientific 

research in collaboration with professional scientists or alone. These individuals don’t necessarily have a formal 

science background. 

Today, citizen scientists come from all walks of life and have many advocates in the scientific community, including 

current and former NFL and NBA cheerleaders in science professions who tune thousands of non-traditional audiences 

into citizen science; online gamers who lend their skills to specially designed programs to analyze folding protein 

structures and shape the building blocks of life; and students who want a more hands-on experience outside the 

classroom.   Learn more at scistarter. 

Washington State Audubon 
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/idea/citizen-science-projects/?page=4
https://www.sciencecheerleader.com/
https://blog.scistarter.com/2013/07/playing-with-the-building-blocks-of-life/
https://scistarter.com/citizenscience.html
http://stardustathome.ssl.berkeley.edu/
http://wa.audubon.org/ways-help/birds-and-community-science
http://wa.audubon.org/ways-help/birds-and-community-science
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/


Math Connections 
Secondary Math Summer Practice 

Math Course 1—Week 5 












